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Seeing mt that we have a . Hi gh 
Prieſt, that is paſt into the Heavens, 
eſus zhe507 of God, let us s bold el 
our Profe Mon. 5 


\ N E great Deſign of the Apoſtle in 
this kei is to convince the He- 
3 ews, that they would be 


om being Loſers, by re- 
pouncing EF 


zdf, and embracing Chrifti a- 


nity, And this he proves, even to a Demon- 


ſtration, by comparing the High-Priefts under 
the Law, with the "Apoſtle and H 1gh-Prieft 
of our Prof lion Jeſus Chriſt ; and every impar- 
tial Perſon muſt allow that the latter ht? in all 
things to have the Pre-eminence. He would 
have them conſider him; that he was ac- 
counted worthy of infinitely more boner 8 
even Moſes, of whom. they . boaſted, i 


whom they were ſo ST to truſt. / "What 


was Aaron, or any of his Deſcendants, when 
compar'd with the Lord Feſus Chriſt, the only 
begotten Son of God : And fince this is the Caſe, 
ſurely we ought, as we are exhorted in the Text, 
b. hold faſt our Prafeſiun. In the Words WG 
ve, 
1.) A very particular Deſcription of our glo- 
rious Redeemer, He is deſcrib'd by one of 
his Offices, a great H. igh-Prieft. The Place 


where he now is, that is paſt into the Heavens. 


1 His 


(4) i 
His lovely, and maſt endearing Name, Jeſun. 
And the near relation he ſtands in to the Fa- 
ther, Son of GO. ag SIT eee 
2.) We have a necefſary Duty preſs d upon us 
from this Conſideration, let us bold feft,our,Pro- 
fein. The Confeſſion of gur Faith, or that 
' Profeſſion which we have made of believing in 
Feſus, and our Reſolution of continuing attach'd 
7 15 Intereſt. This we are to e faſt 
with all our might, as the Original Word ap=raug 


Docr RINA. he Conſideration of our 
having ſuch a High- Frieſt, as the, Lord Jeſiis 
Chrift, ſhould be an Encouragement to us to 
hold faſt our Profeflion. gd gel 

Nn diſcourſing on this Propoſition, I-ſhall en- 


- - deavory, thro Divine Aſſiſtance, to purſue the 


following Method. (I.) Show what we are 
to underſtand by the Profeſſion here ſpoken of, 
and which it is our Duty, and will. be our In- 
tereſt to hold faſt, (2.) Explain the Duty re- 
commended in the Text, or enquire what is 
included in our holding this faſt. (3.) Conſi- 
det the Force of the Argument which the A. 
peſtle wakes uſe of. (4.) And laftly, the Ap- 
i 

(..) Lam to fhew what we are to underſtand 
by the Profeſſion ſpoken of in the Text. It is 


Confeſſion in the Original, T1; ,0p9)oyizs, So that 


it may be meant of 4 Confeſſion of Faith, 
which all, who call themſelves Followers of 
Feſus, ſhould be ready to make, and never 
depart from: Or a Profeflion of the Chri- 
04 n ern oO 


(s) 


ftian Religion; an Adherence to the Gofpet 
of Cbriſt, which none ever had the leaſt Rea- 

ſon to be aſham'd of. The Doctrines which 
are reveal d there, and | which we ought.to be- 


lieve, and expres a becoming Caneern for; 
and the Duties which\it recommends, and we 
are: bound to pay a conſtant Regard to. I am 
always for joining theſe two, and where Mini- 
ſters leave out ezber, and only inſiſt on, one of 


them, they can with 90. Propricty be ſaid to Ads xx. 


declare A of Counſel of God. So that the 27 
Profeſſion here includes in it, 1.) The Doctrine 
of Chriſt, and 2.) Our Subjection to him. 
1. The Doctrine of Chriſt. The Doc- 
trine concerning him, which was deliver'd ei- 
ther by himſelf or by thoſe holy Men of God, 

who ſhake, and writ as . were ue by 
the Holy Ghoſt. 

Minifters {hqu'd be very careful never to 
preach themſelves, but nl 
Lord. He ſhou'd be * conſtant Subject of 
gur Miniſtry, and what more delightful Theme 
can be int ſted on? What .other Subject can 
We reaſanably hope will be attended with Suc- 
ceſs? More particularly, 

iſt, The Doftrine which relates to his Per- 
ſan, as God-Man, and the only Mediator be- 
teen God and Man, 
2 The Doctrine of Cbriſts Offices, as 


opbet, Prieft, and King. 
ing from, and dependant on theſe. 


3dly, Other Goſpe/ Tcbs neceſſarily flow 
1.) The 


Chrift FJeſuus be 2 Cor. iv. 


(6) 

1.) The Doctrine which relates to his Per- 
fon, as God-Man, and the only Mediator between 
Cad and Man. And this is not a mere ſpe- 
culative Point, as ſome would fain perſuade us, 
but the very Foundation of our Religion; if we 
part with the true, and proper Divinity of the 
Lord Jeſus Chr Rt, what ſhall we have left 
worth contending for ? © 
That there are two Natures i in the Perſon 


of our Redeemer, the Divine, and Humane, 


we believe, becauſe we are exprefily told in 


Joh. i. 14. Scripture, that be Word was made Fleſh, and 


dwelt amongſt us, and that God was manifeſted 
inthe Fleſh, but we do not pretend to 18 
for the Modus or Manner in which they ar 
united . We are not aſham'd to own ths 
there are :ncomprehen/ible Myſteries in Religion, 
which we GE 1 deck re- 
veal'd in the Mord of God; and this before us 
in particular, the Apoſtle . Paul himſelf tells us 


Tim ii. is a great Myſtery. 


16. 


How many are there, in the preſent evil 
Day, who ſay they will believe nothing but 


what they can account for by their own Rea- 
/on, and therefore ſeldom ſpeak of Myſteries 
in Religion but with a Seer ? But how eaf 
wou'd it be to make it appear, that theſe Pre- 


tenders to Reaſon are very inconſiſtent with 


pe 2 They cry up Natural Religion, 

oppoſition to Reveal d; but are there no 
M eries in Natural Religion 9 wi don't 
P be Keie Knowledge of Chriſt eruciſed, p. 54.94, 111. 
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they tell us how the Soul and Body are united ? 


Why don't they explain the Eternity of God, 


his Immenſity, and other divine Attributes, 


which are infinite? Are theſe 4% incompre- 


benfible, than thoſe Goſpel Doctrines which 
they make ſo very free with + ? Why ſhou'd 
TInexplicables be admitted in one Caſe, and not 


in another? But the Doctrine of the Glorious + 


Per/on of Chriſt, as God-Man, is too precious 
for Believers to be laugh d out f. They know 
if they were to part with his, they muſt at 
the ſame time give up all their Hopes, and fit 
down in Deſpair. | | South 

2.) The Doctrine of Chriſt's Offices, as Pro- 
phet, Prieſt, and King. Theſe tis neceſſary 


for us to be in ſome meaſure acquainted with, 


for in every one of them he muſt be accepted 
by us, in order to Salvation. Thus is he offer'd 
in the Gœſpel, and thus is he receiv d by all who 


believe in him; and we are aſſur'd that 25e Mark xvi. 
10. 


who believe not, ſhall be damm d. | 
There is no one - Office of Chriſt which can 


be diſpenſed with, we want him as a Prophet, 


to inſtruct us by his Word, and by his Spirit, 
and none teacheth like bim. Happy all who are 
his Scholars, what Improvement do they make 
in uſeful and faving Knowledge ? We can't do 
without ſuch a Prieſt as Chriſt ; who but he 
could procure a Pardon for us, as well as all 


. . other needfal Bleſſings? Who elfe could be 
our Advocate with the Father, and plead our 


Cauſe 


. 
' 
{ 
12 
13 
4 
4 
1 
4 
| 
F 
1 
+ 
1 


A a 22 — „„ „ i EL eQgoarie — 
- - 


6 8 Tf 
Cauſe at God's Right Hand above ? And ther 
ve ſtand in 'abfolate need'of him as a King, to 
Pal. cx, 3. Tule in us, to'make" as: willing in thr dy of his 
Power, as well as defetid us againſt our Fne- 
inies; reſtrain their Rage and: Malice now, 
And trtake-us*mre bun C uorurs ovet them . 
All at _ r * 
Ortier GeIL Bur bs necoſſ⸗ flowin 
25 _ dep 2 ton 94 * wh in 
nee, the Neceſſity 'of a SatiifatHon to divine 
F uftace for God s People's Sins . is an 17 
nie Evil in Sin and if Gh c d habe patdon d 
it without a Satisfaction, I mea am adequate or 
infixite Satisfaction; conſiſtently n 
of the divine Perfettionsj Lan but think he 
Rom. viii. vou d have ſpur d his: cut. an not deli- 
32. rwerdbimupt6 Deathifor; ht ug de are. 
| * 1, — Sufficrericy of Cms Satisf ati, 
th, was a proper Sacryfice; and there 
was Merit enough in his: Sufferings, to attone 
for the Sins of all thoſe whoſe Surety he was; 
and for whoſe Offences he was deliver d, his 
Blood: was the Blood of God... . | 
Further; the Prebalenc * il Hirerbeſſim, 
what Intereſt he hath in the Coart 'of Heaven; 
that the Farber bears: him always; and all 
they whoſe Cauſt he undertakes, are ſecure for 
Eternity. They ſhall: have Grace; and rere 
Grace while in U World, and be fit- 
ted for Glory in that which is to coe 
In ſhort, tis a Profeſſion of all tlie great, 
A ms * Doctrines of the Goſpel ; this "bh 


Ads x. 
28. 


— Fe): - 
Grace FA God in Chriſt, to poor loſt Sinners. 


The diftinguiſhing Love of God : that the Fu- 
ther ſhou'd chooſe, and the Son redeem any of 
the fallen Race of Adam, when all had ſinned, 


or he knew wou'd /in, and come ſhort of his , 


effectually upon every one of theſe, and enable 
them to hold out unto the end, till they get 
to that Glory and Happineſs which they were 
appointed to, and has been purchas'd and pre- 
> pared for them : The Doctrine of Juſtification 
= by Chriſt's imputed Righteouſneſs : Theſe, and 
the like Truths are reveal'd in Scripture, there- 
fore ought to be belev'd with the Heart, con- 
feſi d with the Mouth, and I can't but think, 
on proper occaſions alſo, ſub/cribed with the 
Hand. | 

2.) By the Profeſſion in the Text, we may 
underſtand our Subjection to Chriſt, which we 
ſhou'd be ready to profeſs and own. We have 
given up our ſelves to him, and whoſe ſhou'd 
we be but his? He is our Lord, therefore we 
muſt warſhip, and ſerve him. He is our King, 
and we his Subje&s, conſequently ought to be 
govern'd by his Laws, which are all haly, jut, 
and good. He hath redeem'd us 10 God by his 
Blaod, purchas d our Perſons, bought us with 


both in our Bodies, and in our Spirits, which ? 
are bis. We are bound to do whatever he 


B 1" * 


Glory: And that the Holy Spirit ſhou'd work _ 


Ifa. xliv. 


4 Price; ſurely then we ought to glorify. him, 1 Cor. vi. 


nands us, and to walk in all his Ord- . - 


(1) 
I proceed to the ſecond Thing propoſed, 
which to inquire what is included © our bold 
ing. faiths Brafoliion, / | 
1&, It ſuppoſes. that we ſhall: meet with Op- 
poſition; many will _— to make us let go 
bur hold. 
2&y, I think it neceflary wars. that we 
cant. old faſt our br gan by any Power T 


ga Oran. 


340%, We thoyld deſire to be more firmly 
eſtabliſhed in our Belief of Go } Doetrines, 


that we may be rooted and grounded in theT, ruth. 
4b, We ſhould — in Chriſt's $1 

nA to apoflatize from the Profeſſion we have 

made, how great ſoever the Hazard we are ex- 

poſed to for our fai thſulngſ may be. 


5thly, That we will not part with one in- 


portant; Doctrine of the Goſpel upon any Con 
4 23 whatever, no not a the fake of 2. 
6:hly, And Laſtly, It includes in it a cortend- 
ing earneſtly for the Faith once delivered to the 
Saints, and an expreſſing a becoming Zeal and 
Concern KT we are called to it. 
Iſt, It ſuppoſes we ſhall. meet with Oppoſi- 
tion, many will attempt to make us let go 
our hold. This hath. been the Lot of God's 
People in all Ages, and therefore when tis the 
_ caſe, we muſt not think ay neu. thing hath 
happened to. us, Satan will do what &. can 
wo "weaken, our hands, I mean- as far as God 


thinks fit io permit him, many diſcouragements 
will he throw in our way, and ſuggeſt ſuch 


1 Diffi- 


9 4 4 
6 
Sy 
4 
2 


are theſe to join with our other Enemies againſt | 


CH} 
Difficulties ts our Minds, as if left to our ſelves, 
we ſhould never be able to get over. What a 


fubtile Enemy is this old Serpent? fain would 


he perſuade us to doubt of thoſe things, which 
he cannot but believe himſelf. He knows ma- 


ny Doctrines to be true, concerning which he 


endeavours to make us ffagger thro' Unbelięſ. 
Again, we muſt expect to be attack d by 
the Men of the World. Thoſe who are after 


' the Fleſh, are ſo contrary in their very Nature, 
to ſuch as are after the Spirit, that they hate 
and deſpiſe them. How often will they threa- 
ten thoſe they have any influence over ? and as 
ſoon as God lets them looſe a little, and gives 
them leave, they perſecute them with the 
greateſt Fury, even to Impriſonment and Death, 


What Reproaches do they caſt upon Gods Peo- 
ple who are faithful to him, ftick at nothing 


to blacken their Characters, and ruin their Re- 


putation. But I think the Tiny of a good 


— ue may make ſuch Burdens fit very 


y upon us. | | 
Further, when Menaces will not do, the 
have another Experiment to make, in which 
it muſt be own'd, they have too often facceed- 


ed. Many who could bear a Froum, have been 


ſedue'd by Smiles and Flatteries. — 
We might add, that we ſhall find no firialt 
Oppoſition to the Truth as it is in Jeſus from 
our own evil Hearts of Unbelief. How ready 
B 2 


(12) 
us, and whenever they have an Opportunity be 
tray us into their hands ? —— F 

2dly, I think it neceſſary to obſerve that 
we cannot hold faſt our Profeſſion by any 
Power of our own. The Impotence of Man, 
ſince the Fall, to any thing that is ſpiritually 
good, can't be too often infiſted on, I know 
tis very diſagreeable to Men of corrupt Minds, 
they don't love to hear of their Weakneſs, tho 
ſo very 2 But muſt not Miniſters 
therefore ſpeak the Truth? Ves, tho they were 
ſure Sinners would reckon them their Enemies 
for telling -it them. We muſt not court, and 
fatter Perſons to their Deſtruction. Such as do, 
will have the Blood of thoſe poor Souls, required 
at their bands. We muſt tell Perſons what 
they are by Nature, whether they will hear, 


or no. 


Why don't theſe People, who cry up the 
Liberty of Man's Will, and the natural Abili- 
ties which he hath to do whatever God requires, 
8 ive more frequent Proofs of this their Power? 


eee 


| What mighty things do they do, and wherein 
| do they excel others, who are ſenſible of their 
| want of it? It is true, when we came firſt out 
of God's hands, we had Strength ſufficient to 
Yield a perfect Obedience, but we ſoon loſt all 
— all our ſpiritual Power by Adam's Fall, and be- 
"© * came weak, yea dead as to divine Things, aue 


| 
i 
| were without Strength when Chriſt died for us. 


4 Cor. th, The Apoſtle, I take it for granted, could do 


„ much as any of theſe ſelf-ſufficient Perſons, 


T1197) 
and yet what J Thoughts and mean Opinion 
had he of himſelf? So will all who are made 
Partakers of the fame Grace that he was. Not 
> that we are ſufficient of our ſelves; ſays he, 
to think any thing, &c. 3: 4 
We can eaſily enough think evi Thoughts, 
theſe will ariſe in our Minds without any help; 
but tis nat ſo as to what is good, as Behevers 
very well know, and daily mourn for it before 
God. But if this Authority ſhould not be 
thought ſufficient, behold @ greater than Paul 
is here, let Cbriſt himſelf determine the Mat- 
ter: Without me, i. e. whilſt ſeparate, or at a 
diſtance from me, yau can do nothing. Union John xv. 
with Chriſt is neceſſary to our doing any thing 
which will be acceptable to God ; but this can- 
not be where Faith is wanting; and till this 
Principle is implanted, we are dead in Tre/- 
paſſes and Sins. | 
"Let me apply my ſelf to Believers, who are 
the beſt Judges as to things of this nature. 
Pray what Ability had you to do any ſpiritu- 
ally good Action, till you were guicken'd by 
Grace? Nay, had you the leaſt Inchnation to 
it whilſt unregenerate ? Shou'd you ever have 
wrought out your. own Salvation, With Fear phil. l. 
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end Trembling, if God had not word in you 12, 13. 
both to will, and to do ? Were you not natu- 
rally deſtitute of holy Deſires? And when you 
had them, were they not created in you by the Ry 
Holy Spirit? Have you any thing but wat 
you have received? And if you are better _ 

others, 


(14) 
others, did you make your ſelves ſo? I am ſure 
you will ſay, by the Grace of God we are 

x Cor. xv. What wwe are, and 'tis this alone that made the 


10. Difference. 5 LT, | 
Nay, III go a little farther, ſince you have 
been made alive, don't yon find conſtant need 
of freſh Supplirs? Would not Grace lie dor. 
mant, if you were not to receive more out of 
Chriſt's Fulneſs ? Or ſhonid you continue follow 
ing and running after Ghriſt, if he did not 
cant. i. 4. Continue to rau you ? It is God muſt incline 
to, fit for, aſſiſt in, and carry through every 
good Work. Pi TONE: | 
aly, We ſhould defire to be more firmly 
eſtabliſh d in our Belief of Goſpel Doctrines, that 
Eph. iii. we may be rooted, - and grounded in the Truth. 
17 Many will endeavour. to draw us into pernici- 
ous Errors; and if we are not well eſtabliſh'd 
in the Truth, we ſhall be in danger of turning + 
afide to lying Fables, It is a good thing that ” 
the Heart be eſtabliſb d with Grace: and we 
ſhou'd ſtudy important Truths more, conſult 
Scripture, and try the Arguments brought to 
confirm them thereby, and if they will not 
bear this Teſt, they are not concluſive. And if 
we did but more diligently ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, we ſhould ſee the Beauty, Harmony, and 
Agreement of Goſpei- Truths, how cloſely they 
are connected with and depend upon one 
another. Scripture-Knowledre we ſhall find 
the moſt uſeful, as well ny” | 
r WIS 1 Ab, We 


5 (1 5 * | 
4thly, We ſhould reſolve in Chriſt's Strength, 
not to apetatize from the Profeſſion we have 
made, how great ſoever the Hazard we are expo- 
{ed to for our Fazthfulne/s, may be, Before we 
engage to follow Chriſt, and become his Diſciples 
and Servants, we ſhould fit down, and count 
the: Coſt, Difficulties are what we are to ex- 
pect in our cbriſtian Race, and Warfare; but 
.we muſt determine, come what will, we will 
not deſert our Colours, but remain true and 
faithful to our General, under whoſe Benner 
we have liſted ourſelves. When we have given 


our Word to Chriſt, we muſt not think of going, Lake | ix. 


or ſo much as hooking back, but move on we 
ever our Captain orders, and leads us. 


Not that ſuch Reſolutions are to be made in 
aur wn Strength ; all that are, will aſſuredly be 


broken; but in Chris Strength We May vor 2 Cor. xii. 


and foal perfarm, his Grace is ſufficient for us.” 
Nor ſhould our own: Weakneſs diſcourage, or 


drive us. into De/ha:r, when we conſider his 
R this may baniſh all our Fears. When 
this xefs upon us, what is there we cannot do ? 
What Duty can't we then perform? What 
Burden can't we bear? What "vempoſhall we 


T a be a:Match for? Shall we not then be able 


grapple. with, and overcome the moſt patent 
& them. all ? We have a Promiſe of ſuitable 
Supplies of Strength, . while we are running the 
Race, that we | thall hold out to the End, and 
then receive the Prize, viz. a Crown of Glory. 


I not 'Chrift able to protect us? And y 
| c 


Rom. xii. 


616.) 

he not, when we are true and faithful to him? 
None ever repented of being ſo. What Harm 
can our Enemies do us, when we are in the 
Hollow of his Hand, and ſurrounded with the 
Almighty 'Power of God? 

_ 5thly, That we will not part with one important 


Doctrine of the Goſpel upon any Co a on 
whatſoever, no not for the fake of Peace, We 


ſhould remember the unſpeakable Value of Go/- 


pel Truths; Our Lord hath left them with us 


as a ſacred Depeſitum, which we ſhould there- 
fore be very careful to preſerve, and tranſmit 
uncorrupted to our Poſterity. 

I grant, we are, , pgſſible, to 18 —— 
WI hall Men. But if in order thereto we 
ſhould give up any of thoſe Do&#rines, which 


are the Foundation of the Chriſtian's Hope and | 
Comfort, how could we look Ch riſt in the face 
another day Peace is very ble upon a 


good Footing. God forbid os who are moſt 


zealous for the Doctrines of free Grace, ſhould 


delight in War, meerly for Contentian' s fake; 
but what Communion can Light have with Dark- 
neſs, or. what Fellowſhip he. that believes with 


an Infidel? If we can't have Peace but at the 
Coſt of T#uth, it would be too dearly purchas d, 
and a perpetual Reflection upon thoſe who con- 
clude it on ſuch baſe, and 


ſhonourable Terms. 
Gong and Laſtly, It includes in it a contend- 


* ae for tl Faith once deliver'd to the 
and an expreſſing a becoming Zeal, and 
— whenever we are call'd to it. We 
| ae 


(39) 


are to contend, when the great Doctrines of the Jude 3. 


Goſpel are the Matter in Diſpute, and earneſtly 


too. We ſhou'd be zealous for the Glory of = 


God, and the Honour of our Redeemer, and 
more concern'd for it, than even for our own 


Hands, if we are faithful to him, he I! take care 
of that. | 


any ſuch. violent Methods, as the Papiſts do; 
theſe are very odd fort of Arguments ; 3 5 . Fear 
of them may make Perſons Hypocrites, but 
not true Proſelytes to any Religion whatloever ; 
it may make them ſpeak, but not think as we 


do. Compulſion is not the Way to work upon 
the Mind; indeed the Will cannot be forc'd. 


No, nor are we to call for Fire from Hea- 


ven, upon thoſe that differ from us, even in the 
moſt 2 tial Points of Chriſtianity, we might 
then juſtly expect a ſharp Rebuke from the 
meek 7e/us, and it wou'd & be very evident that 


Reputation. This we may fafely leave in his 


Not that we are to ſe Fire and Faggot, or 


we did not know what manner of Sjurit we (qe ix. 


are f. But as we have Opportunity, we are 5$5- 


to lay before them the Danger of thoſe Errors 
they ans fallen into, and endeavour to convince 
— by rational and ſcriptural Arguments; and 
eſpecially pray to God for them, to open their 
Eyes, and turn them from Darkneſs 0 Light. 
Which/argues moſt Charity, to let a Perſon go 
2 ay are to Hell, or to tell him where he 


aha his preſent Courſe muſt end in, and 
C chereſore 


( 18 ) 
therefore warn him to flee from the Wrath to 


come * 7 
Ver. 56. The Son of Man came not to aeftroy Men's 
Lives, but to ſave them; and ſurely tis greatet 
| Love to their Souls, to do what we can to re. 
cover them from thoſe Norions, which have 
prov'd fatal to fo many, than be any way acceſ- 
fary to their eternal Deſtruction. A Zeal for 
the Truths of God, and a Concern for the Souls 
of our Fellow-Creatures are very conſiſtent ; 
and I fear where the former is wanting, there 
will be but very little of the latter. *Tis one 
7 8 to tall 9 and another to Practiſe 


jy now paſs on to the Third Thing, to 
confilac the force of the ment which the A. 
poftle makes uſe of in the Text: Seeing then that 
we have a great High-Prieſt that is paſſed into 
the Heavens, Feſus the Son of God. And 
1.) If we are true Believers, Chriſt is our 
High. Frieſt, we have him; and he inows all 
our Wants, and Difficultics, yea hath a fellow- 
Feeling with us. There is no Tal we are 

exerciſed with, nor any Burden we labour under, 

but he knows it : Ki nei both mer. 
fil, and faithful. Our v gare not 
id bam i 9 he r - And 
when we ate 


oppreſs'd and harraſs'd' for. his fake; 


will he not have Compaſſion on us ? Will he 


not help us under all, and ſuccour and deliver 
115 ben we are tempted. ** hath proiniſed to 


0 be 
® Sce 2 s nn of Godlineſ, P. 394: 


(wy). 
be with his People akoays to the End of the 
World, and he is faithful and true, 

And which is more till, he ſtands in the Re- 
lation of an Head to us. All who believe are 
Members of Chriſt's Body, and therefore he can't 
but be affected with what they feel; when they 
ſuffer, he may be ſaid to ſuffer with them, in 
all their Aflictions he is aſlicted. Little did Saul 
think what he was doing, when he breath d out 
Threatnings and Slaughters againſt tbe Church,, 
and was perſecuting thoſe who call'd upon 
 Chriff's Name. He fooliſhly imagin'd he was 
doing God ſervice, by murdering his faithful 
Servants, and without all doubt expected to be 

rewarded for his ind, and bloody Zeal. But 
how great was his Surprize, and what a Conſter- 
nation was he in, when he heard that Voice from 


Heaven, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteft thou me ? Ads ix. 
Cbriſt was then in Heaven, and yet look'd upon 4, Oc. 


himſelf as perſecuted, becauſe his Members here 
upon Earth were. 

2.) He is @ great High Prieſi. As 21 
confider d, and comparatively. Great in himſel. 


He is indeed, as to his divine Nature, over all Rom. ix. 


God ed for ever, ſo that it muſt be infinite 
Condeſcenſion in him to become our Hzgb 
. Prieff, How low did he humble himſelf 
our Good? though he is Man, yet let us never 
forget that he is Gd too. 8 
And if we compare him with the High 
Pries under the Law, how much greater, 
and more glorious doth he appear to be, in 
| C 2 every 


Heb. vu. 


11. 
# 


John iii. 
| It 


Heb. vii. 


( 29 ) 

every reſpect whativeves? What was the E: gh 
Prieſt then, tho array d in all his holy Gar- 
ments, which, it is true, were mad? for Glory, 
and for Beauty, in compariſon of Chriſt, who 
fits upon a Throne of Glory, at the Father's 
Right Hand in Heaven? We may ſay, he had 
no Glory i in this reſpect, by reaſon of Cbriſt's 
Glory, which ſo much excels. 

Again, Chriſt was not made a Prief after 
the Order of Aaron, but after a much more no- 
ble Order, viz. that of Melchiſedec. They were 
all but Types of Chriſt, Figures of him that was 
to come, and through them had Believers then 
an Eye to the Meſſias, who was to be a Prieſt, 
as well as a Prophet, and a King. 

They had the Spirit by Meaſure, only to 
ſuch or ſuch a Degree, being anointed with 
Qil; but Chriſt was anointed with the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father gave not by Meaſure 
40 him. 

They were many, for they ry not long 
continue in their Office by reaſon of Death; 


but there is no Succeſſion in Chriſt's Prieſthood, 


He is but one, his Prieft hood is unchange- 


1 able. 


Once more, They were Sinners, and were ob- 


lig'd to offer Sacrifice for their own Sins, as 
avell as for the Errors of the Peo 


They 


were compaſs 'd with Infirmity, — * ſubject to 
like Paſfions with others; but or High og 


was perfectly holy, darm, and undefiled. 
Was for aur Sins, not his un, that he offer aq 


'} him- 


(21) 
himſelf a Sacrifice ; ; ſo that he may well be 
call'd 4 great H Higb. Pries, and die” having v. 26, 2). 


ſuch a one, ſhould encourage us to hold faſt 
our Profeſſion. 


But then further, 3) He is ſaid to be paſs'd 
into the Heavens, d rds ougares, that 
has paſs'd throu gh the Heavens, the aerial, or 
viſible 3 and enter d into the third or 

bigbeſt Heaven. He was once upon Earth, 
but when. he had finiſhed the Work he came 
about, he return'd to God, and his Father. 
Now, from this it is evident that he had fully 
ſatisfied for his People's Sins. If Fuſlice had 
not receivd an adequate Satisfaction, Chriſt 
wou'd not have roſe from the Dead. Death 

wou'd have had Dominion over him, and he 
wou'd have been ſtill confin'd in the Grave. 
Or if he had riſen again, he cou'd not have 
aſcended into Heaven; the Gate wou'd have 
been for ever ſhut againſt him, or at leaſt he 

cou'd not have entred thither as bis People's 
Forerunner, and Head, which we are ſure he Heb. vi. 
did. He aſcended as a public Perſon, but 20. 
Ged the: Father wou'd not have admitted him 
as fuch, if the Damage which his Faw and 
2 had ſuſtain'd by their Sins, had not 

n fully repair'd. The Honour of the Di- 
vine Perfections muſt be ſecured. 

And as he is in Heaven, it is plain he muſt be 
out of the Reach of all his Enemies. He hath 
indeed obtain'd a compleat Victory over them, 
led cog Captive, and drag d them at his 

eels. Pur- 


62259 1 9 
Fiurtber, by entring into Heaven he hath 
open d a way for his People thither. If he had 


not enter d, we muſt never have e En- 
trance. He went to Heaven 70 prepare a Place 
for us, and hath taken Poſſeſſion of the purcha- 
fed Inheritance in our Name. And we not 
then hold faſt our Pręfaſian? e 
4.) His very Name may ſerve as a further 

Argument to induce us hereto: F 


2 compleat Saviour, able tg ſave to the uttermoſt 

Heb. vil. he chigfeft of Sinners, and akvays. He can fave 
” us from all Buyl, eyery Thing hurtful, and put 

us into poſſeſſipn of all Good, or make us per- 

fectly happy, and that for ever. He can ſave 
us from Sin, and give us Grace, and Halineſs. 
He doth not fave any in their Sing, they who ex- 
rect this will be greatly diſappointed. They 
mult be very ignorant, to ſay no worſe of them, 
who make Chrift the Minifter of Sin, as if he 
wou'd encourage thoſe Works of the Devil, which 
he came into the World an purpoſe to dafrey. 
He faves from the Gyilt of Sin, this He wafhes 
away, and cleanſes his People from by his own 
Blood, and there is no Sin, tho of never ſo deep 
a dye, tho attended with never ſo many heinous 
Aggrevations, but this Blogd of Chrift, if apply'd 
to it, will make it became gs anbite as Snow. 
Nor ſhall Sin reig in their Hearts, as it did 
before Regeneration, this Ch ißt will not ſuffer ; 
no, he will ſet up his own Throne there, and 
thera mM, make them a People prepared for the 
Lora. ä a, 


I John iii. 
3. 


efus, a Saviour, 


(623) 
Ain, Chrift is able to fave them from Sa- 
tan, reſcue them out of his hands, and tranſlate 


them from his Power, and Tyranny, into the 
ingdom of Gad. They ſhall not be Satan's 


Vaſtals, but Cbriſts own Subjects: From 
Wrath, and the condemning Sentence of the 
Law, which all are by Nature under, and re-. 
toncike them to God, God will not be their E- 
| nemy, but their Father, deal with them as Chzl- 
Aren, and never turn them out of Favour. 
rt will fave them from Death, and give 
them eternal Life. They are paſs'd from i- 
ritual Death, to ſpiritun Life already, tempo- 
ral Death can't hurt em, becauſe its Sting is 
not are they in any danger of eternai 
Death, (for he hath purchaſed Life everlaſting 
for them.) In ſhort, He will ſave them from 
Hell, which their Sins have deſerv'd, as well as 
|| others, and bring them to Heaven, which is the Rom. vi. 
5thly and Laſtly, He is the Son of God. As 
concerning the Fleſb, he is the Son of Man, or 
rather the. Seed of the. Woman, for his Mother 
was a Virgin; but we do not conceive aright of 
his Glor#ous Perſon, if we don't view him as the 
Son of God too, the only _Begotten of the Father, 
of the ſame Nature, and equal with God. And, .. 6 
if ©, God can't but be always well pleas'd with n 
him; and we may be aſſur d will grant him what- 
ever he defires. No Petition: preſented by Chriſt 
ever wis, ſhall, or indeed can be rejected, | 


1 | D And 
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And then, how many gracious Promiſes hath 
* made to encourage us in our Profeſſion ? 
theſe are all yea, and amen. I were 
0 more than a Man, he mi . fin or if he 
were only the Son of Man, he might repent, 
and how very precarious would our Salvation 
then be? Nay, I will venture to ſay, our ever- 
laſting Deſtruction would be inevitable. But if 
Scripture be true, (and if God's Word may not 
be depended upon, we have nothing ſure to truſt. 
in;) Well, if Scripture be true, we may ſafely 
build upon Chriſt, and reſt on his Word, for he 
1 Joha v. is the true, as well as mighty. God, andieterngl 
20. Life is in bim. He hath ſaid his Grace 7s /iffi- 
cient for us, bid us be faithful to Death, and 
promiſed that he will. give us a Crown of. Life ; ; 
if we confeſs. him before Men, he will cafe, 
us before God, and introduce us into his, and 
our Fatber's more immediate Preſence, where 
we ſhall be een Happy to all Eter- 


nity. 


uw and Laſtly, The Application. . 0b 
1.) No wonder they who are ignorant of 
| cri are very little concern'd about what Re- 
i ligion they profeſs. It is really ſhocking to 
| _ . conſider what Enorance i is to be met with, in 
many Parts, even of our oẽn Land. Multi- 
tudes ſeem to know as little of God, and Chriſt, 

as the very Heathens, and how eaſy i is it to per- 
ſwade ſuch to be of any Obinion? their Reli 
gion is yet to chooſe. Oh * God wou * 

ort 


(25) 
forth more of his Ligbi, and Truth, and pour 
* his Spirit upon cem. 
Such as have no Intereſt in Chriſt as 
His gh Prieſt, will not hold faſt their Profeſſion 
in a Time of Dzfficulty, and Danger, While 
the Sun ſhines, many are Sealeus for Religion; 
but if the Clouds gather, and Storms and Tem- 
peſts ariſe, their Hearts ſoon fail, and they dare 
proceed no further. If Times of Perſecution 
were to return, ſuch as ſome of you can remem- 
ber, tis to be fear d the Number of Profeſſors 
wou'd ſenfibly decreaſe, and many, who appear 
forward now, would draw back then, and walk 
no more with the true Followers of the Lamb, 
I hope God will not try us zh:s way ; the diſtant 
Thought of it, I ſuppoſe, makes ſome of you at 
times tremble, but let not ſuch Thoughts terrify 
ou, we don't know what we can do, or ſuffer, 
till call'd to it, becauſe we don't know what 
Strength we may, at ſuch Seaſons, have given 
in to us, we may expect ſuffering Graces in ſuf- 
fering Times. If we have an Intereſt in Chriſt, 
(which we may be ſure we have if we believe 
in him, and ive him in Sincerity,) we ſhall be 
ſecure, let the Occurrences of Providence be 
what they will. God will fit us for his Will, 
and when we have done all our Fork, receive 
us to Glory, 
3.) Never more need ſurely to preſs this Ex- 
hortation than now. Doth not our Lot ſeem 
to be caſt in, what we may call, the very Dregs 


of Time ? May we not write /chabod. upon 
D our 


( 26) 
our Land? Oh how much is the Glory departed 
from us! what is become of that Spirit which 
our Forefathers were ſo renowned for ? that 
Zeal for the Glory of God? that ardent Love 
to Chri/t, and one another? that ſtrict Fuſtice 
in their Dealings? that che walking with God? 
that holy Obſervation of the Lord's Day, in the 
conſcientious Diſcharge of publick, private, and 
ſecret Duties ? Did not too much of this excel- 
lent Spirit die with them ? 
How many who had a religious Education, 
were brought up by their godly Parents, in the 
Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, who had 
many Prayers ſent up for them, and many 
Tears wept over them, are aſham'd of their 
Fathers God, and the Guide of their Youth ?_ 
have turn'd their Backs upon Religion, and 
make a Teſt of every Thing truly ſerious ? 
What Lengths have ſuch poor Wretches as 
theſe run? How fad doth their Caſe ſeem to 
be? While they were Young, or their Parents 
alive, they were under ſome Reſtraints, but 
now they take what Liberties they think fit, 
and run to all manner of exceſs of Riot. Time 
was perhaps when they were under Convictions, 
the Holy Spirit moy'd upon them, Conſcience 
wou'd not let them go on quietly in Sin, but 
they have wounded Conſcience, and grieved the 
Holy Spirit, quench'd his Motions, and boaſt 
that they have got the better of their Fears. 
Conſcience is ſear d, and the Holy Spirit ceaſes 
to ſtrive with them, for the preſent however, 
1110 eee "Se and 


(27) 
and who can tell whether he will ever teturn 
to them again ? Many ſuch have undoubtedly 
been judictally blinded, and harden'd, and then 
nothing does any good upon them. However, 
tis not for us to pronounce Perſons State deſpe- 
rate; we are to pray, and hope, for God can 
inſtantly change the hardeſt Heart, and turn 
the moſt obſtinate, diſobedient Sinners, to the 

Wiſdom of the Fuſt. : 
" Again, how many, from whom better things 
might have been expected, are gone off from 
the good old Doctrines, or the Truths of the 
Goſpel, and banter and ridicule even thoſe 
which are of the greateſt Importance ? What 
Contempt do ſome caſt upon thoſe Do&r:nes, 
which are the Glory of our Religion, as well as 
the Foundation of all the Chriſtian's Hope, and 
the Spring of all his Comfort, and Joy ? don't 
they endeavour to rob Chriſt of his Divinity? 
and the holy Sprrit of that, and even his Per- 
ſonality too? what Reproach do they load his 
gracious Aſſiſtance, and ſaving Operations with? 
as if they were nothing but the Effects of Eu- 
thufiaſm, and none but weak and ignorant Peo- 
ple pleas'd themſelves with the Thoughts of 
them, They know nothing of them, there- 
fore none do. A cloſe way of arguing indeed! 
worthy ſuch Patrons, and Advocates of Rea- 


fon. They are no doubt the Men, and Wiſdom Job xii. a. 


vill die with em, but who are the wi/eft Per- 
ſons will appear to all the World another 


D 2 And 
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And then, others who durſt not go fo far 
as openly to deny, and oppoſe the Doctrines, do 
notwithſtanding give up the Importance of them, 
and act as if they thought it a Matter of indi- 


ference whether they are believ'd or no, and 
that they are not worth contending for *. What 


a Handle this hath been, and what encourage- 
ment it hath given to the Enemies of Chriſtiani- 
ty, is now well known. Some were long ſince 
told how it wou'd be, and now find it too true, 
which I believe will make them appear with a 
more fervent Zeal for a Redeemer's Glory, on 
any future Occaſion. 

Further, how many falſe Teachers are gone 
out into our World, and our Churches too ? 
Do not many lie in wait to decerve ? But this 
is no more than was foretold, and is it not a 
loud Call to Watchfulneſs ? Let us try the Spi- 
rits, the Converſations as well as Doctrines of 
ſuch, and we ſhall ſoon ſee how contrary their 
Spirit 1s to that of Love, Fear, and à ſound Mind. 


We ſhall find upon Examination, that their 
_ Converſation is very far from being as becomes 


the Gofþcl, and how ſhould it be agreeable to 


what they have ſo little Veneration for? And 


if we bring their Doctrines to the only infalli- 

ble Touchſtone, viz. the Word of God, they 

will appear to be Diametrically oppoſite to the 
whole Tenour of Scripture. | 

Let us diligently guard againſt the firſt Ap- 

1 pedrances, 

* See Dr. Knight's Sermons at Lady Moyer's Lectures, 


p. 292, &c. 
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Penrances, or ſþringings of Error, and nip them 
in the Bud; ſuch evil, noxious Weed grow 
a-pace, if not prevented: and what confuſion 
hath follow'd in many religious Societies, when 
ſome of their Number have departed from the 
Faith, and have not been dealt with according 
to Goſpel- Rule! How many flouriſhing Churches 
have by this means had their Peace and Love 
deſtroy'd, been broke in pieces, and the Inte- 
reſt in a little Time come to nothing? 
4.) What abundant encouragement have Be- 
Levers to hold faſt their Profeſſion ? Chriſt is 
en our fide, what then can either Men, or even 
Devils do againſt us ? He 1s infinitely ſtronger 
than them all. It is his Cauſe we are engaged 
in, and we need not doubt but He will take 
care of us. He hath promiſed 0 be with us, 
to help, ſtrengthen, and uphold us while here, 
and 70 confeſs us before his Father and the holy 
Angels hereafter. Whereas ſuch as deny Him, 
he will then deny, be aſbam'd of them, tell 
them he never knew, i. e. approv'd of them, 
and bid them depart from him, becauſe they Matt. x. 
have been Workers of Iniquity. 32, 33. 
Though Friends ſhou'd be diſpleaſed with 
us, blame us for our Conduct, and becauſe we | 
oceed in that Cauſe, grow cold, and frown, | 
Chriſt will ſinile upon us, and how little will 
their Anger affect us then? They may for /ake 
us, but Chriſt never will; and if we have his 
gracious, and comforting Preſence, what can 
we deſire more? This made Paul and Silas 


I ing 
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ing Praiſes to God at Midnight, when thruft 

into the inner Priſon, and their Feet were made 

Acts vi. faft in the Stocks; and many others to rejoice 

_ at the ſight of the Szake, and in the midſt of 
Flames. | | | 

) and Laſtly, Wou'd we be fedfaft, 

and 7mmoveable ? Let us labour after an Expe- 

rimental Acquaintance with God, even the Fa- 


ther, and Chriſt. This will keep us firm, and | 


ſteady, when others, who are Strangers to 
the Power of Godlineſs, will be like Children 
toſs'd to and fro with every Wind of Doctrine, 

Eph. iv. through the cunning Craftineſs of Men. If we 

” are united to Chriſt by Faith, there will be no 
Danger of our ever being ſeparated from him. 
He will not loſe one, no not the meaneſt, or 
weakeſt of his Members. Then we may be 
ſure Chriſt is ours, God is ours, and conſequent- 
ly all is ours. All the divine Perfections are 
engag d on our fide, and all the Promiſes of 
the Covenant of Grace belong to us, Let us then 
hold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith without 
wavering, for he is faithful who hath promiſed, 
to whom be Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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